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Soblemn Affirmation; Humbly 
the High Court of Parliament. 


| FT HEREAS on the 19th of Fanuary 174+, 
W they preſented a Paper to the Honourable 
| Houſlz of Commons, Complaining of their 
Sufferings, becauſe they cannet mention the Sacred Name of 
Almighty God, in Caſes of Evidence, therefore (ſay they) 
we intreat that ſuch an Affirmation may be granted (IS, 
wherein the Sacred Name of God may not be uſed, Beſidtes 
2 Quaker Sham-Paper ſent me from the Houle ſince, 
ſubſcrib'd N.N. | 
Remark, I. In the Year 1696. the Parliament, in 
Condeſcention, granted an Act in their Favour, that 
their Solemn Affirmation, in the preſence of Almighty God, 
the Mitneſi of the Truth of what they ſay, ſhould ſtand 
(in ſome Caſes) as valid, as a formal Oath. This the 
Quakers then accepted, but ſome few of them made then 
ſome ſcruple of: To reſolve which, G. Whitehead wrote 
a large Epiſtle the ſame Year, to prove, not from Scri- 
pture, but from the Books of Twelve of their laſpir'd 


Apoſtles, viz. 
| George Fox, 


| Fran. Hewgill, | Tho. Ellwood, 


Mliam Smith, | Samuel Fiſher, | Edw. Burrough, 

If. Penington, | Ri. Farnſworth, Robert Barkſey, 

R. Hubberthorn, | William Penn, | G. Winitchead, | 
proving it lawful, from their Doctrine, and agrecable to their 
ancient Teſtimony, to give Evidence, uſing thoſe Words they 
now boggle at, viz. In the preſence of Almighty 
God, &c. So that you have (lays Nyitebead) A conti 
nuat ion of Proofs from Friends of great Eminency —— Ve 
hops therefore that none now will | be ſo uncharirable, as to 
conclude that we give Evidence formally at the Vill ef 
Man. P. 26. Let none therefore count or call this a ſubjea- 
ing our Teſtimony to the VVill of Man, ſeeing God hath 
fo far ſuljected Mag * (meaning the Parliament) to 

ire. A perfect Irony 

1 II. But whereas V Penn and Dan. Phillips 
aſſure us, in their Book, Vindiciæ Veritat. &c. p. 2, 218, 
224. That their Principles are nom the very ſamc and 10 
other, than they were from their beginning, and that in 
every reſpect, (and what their Principles then were, I 
have given a large Sample, in my Sheet preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons, January 22, 1711. titled, The 
Quakers Preſent Principles, &c.) Yet we ſee their Pra- 
Qtices are as changeable as the Weather-Cock : F or the 
Doctrine of theſe their Twelve Apoſtles in their be- 
gianing, is now contradicted, as every other Point will 
be, when it ſerves their Intereſt, whether fighting with 
a Carnal Sword, Sc. for their Writings bind them not. 


Take one Inſtance, viz. 


In G. Fox's Folio of Epiltles, p. 120, 132. viz. The 
Papiſts crys out, Help, help, Higher Powers, or elſe my 


Maſs will go down: The Epiſcopal Men crys out Help, 
help, Higher Powers, or elſe my Common Prayer will down: 
The Presbyterians crys out, Help, help, Higher Powers, er 
elſe my Directory will down : The Independants and Ana- 
baptiſts crys out, Help, help, Higher Powers, or elſe our 
Framed Faith will down, and we ſhall not ſtand. Are 
you not all aſbam d { ſaid Fox ?) And do you not ſpew that 
you are all naked ? 5k 5 

g Again, Hear their Prophet Burrough , in his Works 
in Folio, p. 522, 524. to the fame Purpoſe, viz, Nhat 
do you run to the Powers of the "Earth ( lays he) for 
belp > Vhhat have vou Prieſts loſt the Lord to be 
your Strength, that you flee ta Men for help > Muſt 
they make Laws to, eſtabliſh you ?2 Is not this the 
Where that rode upon the Be aft „and that the 
Beaſt carries ? ing the Parliament) ox (i. e. the 
Parliament ) do but cauſe People to drink of the VVhore s 


Cap; you arc but the Boaſt that carry the IVVhore, the Falſe 
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Church ; and this is plain-dealing 70 tell you the Truth, 
Remark III. Now if to Petition the Government be a 
Sign thar Men are naked, and that they ought to be a- 


_ ſhamed that they have loſt the Lord to be their Strength, 


then ought the Quakers to be aſham'd, if they have any 
Shame left in them: If to Petition the Government for 
their help, be a dign of a falſe Church, then are the 
Quakers a falſe Church: For, wha I pray, or what 
People in England cry out more loudiy to the Go- 
vernment for help, help, than do the Quakers ? Who, 
I pray, flee more ſwiftly to the Government for help, 
help, than do the Quakers? And if the Pariizment 
be the Beaſt, as the Quakers repreſent them, that car- 
ries the Whore, who, I pray, amongſt all the different 
Perſwaſions in England, ſeck more to get up and ride 
than do the Quakers ? For what Member of Parlia- 
ment have they not viſited privately, both ia City and 
Country, 2 or 3 at a time, for help, help, or Quake- 
riſm will down?. What Seſſion of Parliament have we 
had for many Years, where to one Presbyterian, In- 
dependant, or Anabaptiſt, in the Common's Lobby, 
that there is not Ten Quakers ſoliciting, petitioning, 
bowing, cringing, ſcraping and conguing, fix, ten, or 
twenty ſometimes together? And when by their profound 
Diſſimulation, and other Jeſuitical Arts, they have ob- 
tain'd a Favour; they do but——at the Parliament, 
and tell their Friends they do not ſubmit, or ſubject 
their Teſtimony to them, but that God has ſubjected 
the Parliament to their Deſire, boaſting, kat they have 
more [tereſt in the Houſe of Commons than we have; 
nay, Geo. VVhitehead is ſo very proud of their Intereſt, 
that he gravely tells his Friends in Print, That one 
Quaker (I ſuppoſe he means Penn) has more Accep- 
rance at Court among Noble Men, than a Hundred of 
our Clergy. See his Book A Real Quaker a Real Pro- 
reſt ant, &c. p. 59. How then will they boaſt, if they 
ſhould prevail to have their bare Words taken inſtead 
of an Oath, and be Rivals with the Peers of the Realm ? 
Remark LV. "Tis prodigious, if ſeriouſly conſider'd, 
that ſuch a People, which have never done one Act 
or Thing for the benefit of the Crown or Kingdom, 
ſhould be prefer'd before all juſt, pious, and virtuous 
People in the Nation, eſpecially in a thing that all 
good Chriſtians, from the leaſt ro the greateſt, when 
requic d, do give the Satisfaction of an Oath, and 
what none are exempted from, no, not ſo much as the 
Royal Perſon of our Gracious Queen at her Happy 
Coronation. _ | 5 
Remark V. Beſides, they are a People that never 
venture Life nor Limb to propagate the publick Good, 
as others do; yer, when better Subjects have, with 
the Jeopardy of their Lives, . 


cleard a Trade, none 
more ready than the Quakers to ſuck the Sweet there- 
of by Traffick and Merchandize. So that, in fine, 
what greater Encouragement can be given to the Diſ- 
ſolute of all Perſwaſions ro turn Quakers, than to ad- 
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mir of their bare 72a and Nay to ſtand valid, inſtead 


of a legal Oath ; Will it not be a Means for Quakeriſm 


to over-run our Engliſp Church, as once Mahometiſm : 


did the Greek Church ? a 


- 
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_ _ Remark VI. Upon theſe and the like Reaſons; 1 N 


bumbly conceive, Notice ought to be taken of their 


Iytes, which Power will be a deplorable Dai 


dom a Soldier: They alſo boaſt of their Num 
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Political Government, (within the Goverament) for. 7 
_by that means they have great Power to make Pro 
mage to tbe 
Nation; for the Church will thereby loſea Member the © 
Queen a Subject, and both Her Majeſty and the Rug; 
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Intereſt of the Government to admit their bare Yea or 
Nay itt Ballance to a Chriſtian Man's Oath 2 | 
Remark VII. *Tis ſaid, that England holds the Bal. 
lance of Europe, but if your Honours ſhould give the 
| Quakers leave to Vote for Members of Parliament up- 


on their bare 7:4 or Nay, nay, indeed upon their pre- 
fent Affirmation; you will make them ſo conſiderable 


as to hold the Ballance of England, and to be courted 


by each Party, as they ſhall think will ſuit moſt for 


their Advantage; and then it will not be difficult to- 


determine what a hopeful Choice we ſhall for the fu- 
ture have, and it may juſtly be queſtion'd, whether 
many ſubtil Sophiſters (tho' not now Quakers, yet 
Hike them) may not, out of Cunning, herd with, and 
uſurp their Garb, for a Protection againſt being forc d 
into Her Majeſty's Service, and by that means make 
Religion a Cloak to ſhelter them in Security at home; 
and for ſuch notorious and horrid Blaſphemers, to be 
ſuffered to incorporate themſelves into a Body Politick, 
is prodigious : For what ſevere Judgments may we ex- 
pect, if we not only ſuffer, but encourage ſuch noto- 
rious Enemies to our Saviour's Doctrine; an Abſtract 
ol which are recited in my Sheet laſt preſented, and 
which will be proved to their Faces, if you (our wor- 
thy Patriots) ſhall judge it neceſſary; and which, 
when your Honours are made Eye-witneſſes thereof, 
ou will deteſt with the utmoſt Abhorrence. 

Remark VIII. Whereas all Preachers and Teachers 
of ſeparate Congregations (as well as thoſe of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church) are by Law enjoin'd to abjure the 
Pretender, which they refuſe to do ; what Loyal Sub- 
jects then are they, to ſpeak ironically ? 

Remark, IX. In their Addreſs to the Queen, May 28, 
1708. not a Word againſt the Pretender. 

Remark X. Nor will they obey Her Majeſty's Royal 
Command, for obſerving a Day of Humiliation or 
Thankſgiving; but one goes to Plough, another to 
Cart, others open their Shops, and follow their ſecular 
Employments, in Contempt of Her Majeſty's Crown 
and Dignity ; and there is antold Proverb, That they who 
will not obey Laws, ought not to be protected by Laws, and 
eſpecially not to be gratified with ſuch ſingular Favours, 
as no People, beſides the Quakers, have the Face to 
ask, namely, that their bare Je and Nay ſhould be 

deemed and taken equivalent to a Chriſttan's Oath. 

Laſtly, And therefore it is Humbly hop'd, That the 
Parliament will not give ſo great Encouragement to 
lofidelity, as to put the Quakers bare Je and Nay, in 
Balance againft the Oath of a Chriſtian Man : For 


45600 Freebolders, and if fo; whether it be for the 


Oaths have been hitherrs the great Bulwork of our Pro- 
perty, and ſome of the moſt harden'd Villains have 
been ſometimes deterr'd from their Evil Practices, with 
the fear of an Oath : But if the Quakers bare Tra and 
Nay, ſhould be allow'd ta ſtand in Balance againſt a 
Chriſtian Man's Oach, then may al profligate Wret- 
ches, (herding under their Garb) who ſcruple neither 
Lying nor Cheating, be added to the Quakers, and in 
time thereby, their Sect grow formidable, and terri- 
ble to the Government it ſelf; for 'tis plain, that if 
they had Power, they would aſſert their Right to Rule 
all, as their Books in Print do declare; and beſides, 
it is no Slander upon the Quakers, but an old Truth. 
That tho they will not Swear, yet they will + i 5 
Lye, and that knowingly *; and it can G Vis: m_ | 
be prov'd out of their Writings, that Geo. White- 
what they ſpeak is attended with mani- head, Ce. as 
feſt Equivocations, and mental Reſerva: n be proud 
tions. 2 
Upon this Account, the People f 
this Nation have never thought themſelves ſecure a- 
gainſt the Frauds and Falacies of the Jeſuits; as I am 
ſure they cannot at this time be too much aware of the 
very fame Evil Principles and Practices of the Quakers. 
How can it be believ'd, that a People who do not 
believe one fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Faith 
and who both ridicule and blaſpheme all reveal'd Reli. 
gion, ſhould be thought Perſons of that Probity, as to 
be credited upon their bare Paroles. 
Upon the whole Matter, the Premiſes duly conſi- 
der'd, tis tobe hop'd that your Honours will not 
grant their unreaſonable Requeſt, and rhe boldeſt 
Attempt that ever was propoſed to a Chriſtian Par- 
liament, eſpecially to ſuch who are profeſs'd Mem- 
bers of the Church of England, who in her Conſti- 
tution, is the moſt agreeable to the Primitive Pat- 
tern of any viſible Church this Day in the World. 
And as I have ever thought it my Duty to God 
and my Country, to inform the Government of 
what I thought to be dangerous, either to Church or 
State; fo I have this once more preſum'd to make 
ſome Remarks upon the Quakers printed Caſe, All 
which I ſubmic to your Honours pious Conſideration ; 
And in Confidence of your Charitable Conſtruction of 
my weak Endeavours, I ſubſcribe my ſelf, as indeed 


I am, 


| Reprinted Feb. 5, Tour Honours moſt Humble 
1742. 4 and moſt Obedient Servant, 
Fran. Bugg. 
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